
Agenda Item 10.4

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 
MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2016, IN THE ANDY MCNEILL ROOM

1. PRESENT Mayor Damien Ryan
Councillor Jade Kudrenko
Councillor Eli Melky (chair)
Ms Alex Kelly - Community Member
Ms Sarah Fairhead - NTG Land and Resource Management
Ms. Joanne Townsend - NTG Executive Director, Water Resources 
Ms Jen Kreusser-Land For Wildlife
Mr Peter Somerville - Manager, NTG Lands, Planning and 
Development
Mr. Len Griffiths - PWC
Mr. Martin O'Neil - PWC
Mr. Jimmy Cocking - ALEC
Mr. Jethro Laidlaw- NTG Department of Business
Mr David Koch - Community Member
Mr. Sunil Dhanji - Landcare

IN ATTENDANCE Mr. Greg Buxton- ASTC Director Technical Services
Mr. Reinier Laan - ASTC Manager Waste Management Facility
Ms Hayley Michener-ASTC Environment Officer
Mr. Alan Riley-ASTC Human Resource Officer
Mrs Joanne Craven - ASTC Executive Assistant (Minutes)

2. APOLOGIES Councillor Chansey Paech
Mr. Rex Mooney - ASTC Chief Executive Officer
Mr Peter Bannister - NT Environmental Protection Authority
Mr. Robbie Henderson - Community Member
Mr. Rod Cramer - Rural Area Association

The meeting opened at 5.33pm

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 2 NOVEMBER 2016 

Moved: Mr. J Cocking Seconded: Sunil Dhanji

3.1 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1.1 Sunil Dhanji was present at the last meeting and the minutes to be amended to show his 
attendance.

3.1.2 Item 7 recommendation seems lacking and incomplete



Hayley advised that the letter was sent to ask for an update and she has had a response 
which stated “that the Water Allocation plan is with the Minister and hoping to be 
accepted this month, once approved by the Minister, the plan will be declared. Review of 
the plan is scheduled to occur within five years of declaration (2021). in the meantime, the 
Department of Land Resource Management is intending to undertake a detailed 
hydrogeological study of the Mereenie Aquifer; including development of a numerical 
model. This work will ensure we have the most up-to-date knowledge of the resource for 
its future management.” Discussion ensued,

4. EAC Charter (Refer to attachment)
• A review of the EAC Charter was conducted by the Council and will be provided to 

members of the EAC.
• Changes made include a rewording of the purpose, function and issues to take into 

consideration and a requirement to meet every two months.
• Discussion ensued
• Sunil enquired to why the protection of members has been removed from the last charter 

which was sent. A/CEO took on notice to report back pending legal advice
• Discussion ensued regarding meeting schedule being change to bi-monthiy
• Len suggested adding Territory Generation to the membership list which is a government 

body which is the highest generator of carbon emissions.
• Solar expert looking at renewable energy within industries who could provide more 

technical expertise and guidance. Renewable Energy Industry to be added to the 
membership list

• Discussion ensued regarding membership and who should be added for example youth 
representative and NTRFS

• Cycling groups needs to be clarified is it a road user, recreational user or mountain bike 
riders. Suggestion was made to rename cycling groups to sustainable transport which 
would cover all bike users

RECOMMENDATION
That the Environment Advisory Committee members adopt the new charter with all
amendments

Moved: Mr. J Cocking Seconded: Mr. D Koch

5. Presentation
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Alex Kelly - Paris Climate Talk
• Alex provided the Committee an overview to her position which is a global role 

building relationships and looking around social changes.
• Alex has been working with Naomi Klein who has written a book (This Changes 

Everything) and produced short films on climate control.
• France held the 21st UN framework hoping for an inter government agreement
• Discussion ensued regarding the Copenhagen agreement from a few years ago 

which faulted.
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• As you are all aware a terrorist attack happened in France just days before the 
conference which tighten security however France showed leadership

• An agreement was reached after an intensive 3 day 24hour negotiation.
• USA found shall in the document which was changed to should which is more 

binding
• All world leaders agreed which is a massive achievement
• Aviation and shipping emissions were left out of the agreement
• Some conflict with the agreement as some leaders felt that third world countries 

could be left behind
• Alice Springs is in a great position with its size and location. Could get very 

creative in what we do
• The agreement is for 10 years and Council would need to look at its own climate 

policy
• Discussion ensued regarding LGANT Climate Change Policy and suggestion of 

making climate change a standard item on all Advisory Committee agendas.
• This Committee could add climate change as part of agenda item 10 - 

DesertSMART Town. Within this document, it talks about climate change. 
Discussion ensued.

• Issues with no goals or action point which have timeframes attached the 
goals/action points

6 Bush Fire Management - Sarah Fairhead
• Bushfires NT has been working with Volunteer Bushfire Brigades, Northern Territory Fire 

and Rescue Service and landholders to coordinate the control and management of 19 
wildfires in the Alice Springs and Barkly Regions to date this fire season.

• Planning has commenced for further mitigation works following extensive widespread rain 
throughout Central Australia. It is planned that once vegetation along road verges is 
cured, mitigation burning will commence along the major arterial roads within the Alice 
Springs Fire Protection Zone.

• The Central Australia fire season has been declared for the period 31 October - 31 March 
2016 (this relates to the area of the Territory south of the 20th parallel).

• Bushfires NT has recently made a permanent appointment to the position of Alice Springs 
Senior Regional Fire Control Officer - Joshua Fischer. Joshua commenced in early 
January 2016 and now oversees all functions of Bushfires NT for Central Australia.

• Discussion ensued

7 Alice Springs Water Allocation Plan - Sarah Fairhead and Joanne Townsend
• Ms. Joanne Townsend from NTG Executive Director, Water Resources advised the 

following:-
• The revised Alice Springs Water Allocation Plan is under consideration by the Minister for 

Land Resource Management, the Hon. Willem Westra Van Holthe. It is likely that the 
revised Plan will be declared within coming weeks.

• Subject to the Minister’s approval Department of Land Resource Management (DLRM) 
will also be seeking members for a new Alice Springs Water Advisory Committee. This
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will be a publically advertised process and existing members are welcome to renominate. 
Members are appointed by the Minister for Land Resource Management.

• Review of the revised Plan is scheduled to occur within five years of declaration (2021). 
DLRM and the Power and Water Corporation are planning to undertake a detailed 
hydrogeological study of the Mereenie Aquifer, including development of a numerical 
model. This work will ensure we have the most up-to-date knowledge of the resource for 
its future management, including informing the planning and timing for a new public water 
supply for the town of Alice Springs.

• Discussion ensued

8. Transport

8.1 Mountain Bike Masterplan - Hayley Michener
• A draft NT Mountain Bike Strategy has been prepared by consultants (EarthCheck) for 

the NT Tourism.
• The Masterplan aims to identify actions required to make Alice Springs an internationally 

recognised mountain bike destination.
• Feedback can be provided on the plan.
• Sunil advised that he used the tracks a lot however found that more unofficial tracks have 

been made which is a big concern to wildlife.
• Sunil understands they are not Council’s roads so do not maintain however is there any 

way this activity could be monitored due to the amount of erosion. Peter Somerville 
advised that policing / monitoring is conducted however impossible for such a large area 
and found that the motorbike riders are more the issue.

• Sunil asked if this Committee could approach the NTG - Dept of Lands Planning and the 
Environment to relay concerns reading the unofficial tracks.

• Discussion ensued
• Peter suggested that concerns raised could be put back to the mountain bike masterplan 

as feedback

Energy

9 Solar
• 30kw solar panels have been installed on the roof of Rediscovery Centre and the project 

is near completion. PWC connection will take place shortly.
• Panels will generate up to 54,750kWh energy each year, supplying the majority of energy 

use through the main energy meter.
• Discussion ensued

10. PowerWater Update - Len Griffiths
• Len provided an overview PWC’s role and area of responsibility
• PWC focusing on in house housekeeping including sewage ponds, fuel loads, fire breaks, 

pump stations and oil and fuels procedures.
• Everyone is more than welcome to visit the Sadadeen Complex
• Have included environmentally friendly disposal of oils and fuels
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• The Committee asked if the report from Leak Week is ready. Martin O’Neil advised that it 
hasn’t been received yet but will chase it up and forward to Committee

• Investigation on asbestos removal, survey to be completed mainly looking at remote sites
• Suggestion from the Committee that Water Smart should get back together
• Discussion ensued

11, Waste and Recycling

11.1 Regional Waste Management Facility (operational) - Reinier Laan

Total Waste: A running total of waste collected (July-December 2015). at the Regional 
Waste Management Facility (RWMF) is shown in Table 1 for the 6 month period Total 
waste collected in that period in the 2015/16 financial year was 13,677.64 tonnes 
compared to 13,762.27 tonnes in the previous yea (2014/15).

Total Recycled: Total recycled material for July-December 2015 was 1,445.58 tonnes 
compared to 902.64 tonnes in the previous year.

Percentage Recycled: Total percentage of materials recycled from July-December 2015 
was 10.57% compared to 6.56% the previous year.

Table 2: Breakdown of items and recycled material through the weighbridge displayed as 
yearly accumulated data for the 2014 and 2015 financial period.

v\n.
mhi1I1Bill

Animal Carcass 4.6 2.33
Asbestos 30.15 : 46.42
Building Material , i 16.94 50.34
Cardboard & Paper 18.66 | 23.20 17.3 10.84
Clean Fill 1,966.76 8940.39
Concrete 797.79 196.70 555.99 377.66
Container Deposit 0.82
Council Supported 0.2
Demolition Materials ! 2,202.68 2398
Drop off Zone*
(Shop) | 44.53 64.54
Electronic waste ! 39.06 38.74 i 28.6 20.24
Glass ** : 30.58 ! 43.52 ! 52.14 29.4
Green Waste i 1,092.40 1 490.41 | 1235.81 855.36
Household Goods ! 35.53 9.04
Liquid Waste 557.90 498.18
Mattresses ! 11.16 ' 9.01 ! 19.05 ! 12.3
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□ * Drop off Zone - Goods dropped off by the Public at the Rediscovery Shop
□ ** Glass recycled is more than through weighbridge as result off old glass stockpile
□ *** Metal categories - include other categories (e.g. whitegoods etc.)
0 **** Mixed Waste - includes other categories (e.g. confidential burial; domestic bin pickup;

food surrender; transfer station, general waste; street clean)

Cash-for-Containers
93,688 bottles were collected at the Regional Waste Management facility between July and 
December 2015 (Figure 1).

msmp* p,petit WiMl§M mmmmmM wm l£ffiaa NHSmmmmiW
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Figure 1: Break-down of the monthly wine and spirit bottles collected at the Regional Waste 
Management Facility

E-waste
E-waste has shown continual improvement, with 2014/15 recoding the highest number of 
sales for any financial year to date (Figure 2)
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Free disposal of computers and televisions is available to the public on the first Saturday 
of each month through the National Television and Computer Stewardship Program. The 
next e-waste free drop off day will be on Saturday the 2nd January 2016.

Recycled E-waste
80 -------------------------------------------------------

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15

Date

Figure 2: Data showing the annual e-waste collection at the RWMF

• Has the Drum Muster stopped? Reinier advised that it is still ongoing and has been for 
the last 8 years however is a NTG program

• This was a federal funded program which is still available

Action
That the Committee reviews the Drum Muster and any funding

• E-Waste number have declined, could the facility take more free drop off days during the 
week and not just limit to weekends? Reinier advised that staff numbers would be an 
issue

11.2 Recycling Initiatives - Hayley Michener

11.2.1 Compost Revolution
• The Compost Revolution is an online survey to look at knowledge and behaviours when 

looking at recycling food waste
• The online tutorial provides education and tips on composting
• Many Councils around Australia are taking part
• Once you take the online quiz you qualify for a discounted compost bin which will be 

delivered to the Regional Waste Management Facility free of charge.
• 33 bins out of 120 have been collected
• Workshops on composting to be conducted in March, April and May.

11.2.2 Waste Strategy



160201 EAC Agenda Item 10.4
Page8

• Stakeholder consultation for the Waste Strategy will take place within the next month 
when the consultants for this project visit the landfill.

• The Waste Strategy is expected to be completed by June 30th 2016.

11.2.3 Baler
• The Baler is currently in Adelaide on-route to Alice Springs. The baler shed has been 

designed and a construction company will be commissioned to build the shed in 2 weeks.

11.2.4 CDL Collection Point
• The RWMF is now set up to collect eligible CDS containers including plastic, steel and 

aluminum cans and cartons.
• Containers must be separated according to material type and no refund can be given as 

Council is not a registered Collection Depot.

12. COMMUNITY GARDENS - Jimmy Cocking
• Work for the Dole project is yielding success with a new display garden bed, seed raising 

area and shade cloth covered composting area completed
• New lease agreement signed giving security of the tenure for the garden until 2020.
• Mayor Damien Ryan met with Garden Convenor Bruce Simmons and agreed to provide 

support for delivery of clean fill to enable compacting for access path
• Plans for solar pergola are almost complete with power connected to the site, awaiting 

consensus from committee as to design and required permitting
• The Garden Management Committee met on December 3 with all current office bearing 

positions retained

Convenor - Bruce Simmons Deputy - Jimmy Cocking
Secretary - Frances Liepa Treasurer - Wendy Welsh
Plot Coordinator - Phillipe Friedel 
Members:
Kaye Smith Allan O'Keefe
Jenny Taylor Sue Fielding
Britt Puschak Margaret Carew

• Plot renewal process has been smooth - unsure of final details - next meeting 2nd 
February

• Community Garden User survey completed and recommendations being implemented
• Visioning Workshop completed and work plan for 2016 is being developed
• Committee asked about the Wheelchair path and Jimmy advised that it was close to 

completion.
• The A/CEO advised that extension to the lease is ready for signature and must be signed 

this week.

13. Roadmap to a deserts MART Town - deferred
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• Climate rally to be held, Jimmy happy to take lead but would anyone be interested in 
being involved?

• Both Mayor Ryan and Councillor Kudrenko expressed interested and would like to have 
input.

14 Feral Cats - Hayley Michener

Numbers of cats caught in cat traps were provided by the ASTC Rangers. Even though numbers 
have declared, the town still is having problems with them and the rangers will continue to 
monitor.

No. Cats Trapped

-♦—2012 
—B—2013 

-&-2014 

HS—2015

Month

Jan Feb Mar Apr Mav Jun Jul Aue Sen Oct Nov Dec Total Averaee
2012 10 34 25 22 21 13 20.8
2013 15 17 22 51 120 69 81 25 22 20 17 20 479 39.9
2014 33 23 31 40 33 40 23 18 12 13 18 26 310 25.8
2015 36 30 25 39 11 17 27 22 31 16 13 9 276 23.0

15. UPDATES FROM THE CHAIR

Nil

16. CORRESPONDENCE

16.1 Increased number of rabbits and Dingo’s
• Councillor Melky advised that he had received an email regarding the increased number 

of rabbits seen.
• More being sighted at the Tom Brown roundabout and concerns within the Community if 

more come into town.
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• Increased sightings of dingos/ feral dogs have been reported around the Telegraph 
Station

17. OTHER BUSINESS

17.1 LGANT Climate Change Policy
Local Government Association of Northern Territory (LGANT) developed several Climate 
Change Policies, which were subsequently endorsed by Alice Springs Town Council in 
2015. The Climate Change Policies are as follows:

1. That local government recognises that the global climate is changing as a 
consequence of increased concentrations of greenhouse gas emissions in the 
atmosphere, and that these increased concentrations are largely the result of human 
activities and industrialisation.

2. That local government acknowledges that while there is still debate and uncertainty i., 
the existing climate change science this does not present a reason for inaction or 
delay of action and that the “Precautionary Principle" should be applied to the use of 
climate change science.

3. That local councils need to address climate change in their strategic planning 
framework. This is in recognition that climate change has a range of legal, indemnity, 
budgetary, asset management, infrastructure, planning and environmental 
implications.

4. That local government requires appropriate policy and legislative frameworks from 
Federal and Territory governments to allow necessary decision making and responses 
to climate change without prejudice or undue risk exposure.

5. That local government requires appropriate levels of funding and resourcing 
assistance to meet urgent climate change mitigation and adaptation requirements for 
the short and long term protection and benefit of communities.

17.2 Clean-up Australia Day - 6 March 2016
• Being held on 6 March 2016 t
• Location is to be confirmed however looking at the China mans creek

17.3 EAC Community Position Vacant
• With the resignation of Julie Vincent at the last meeting, the EAC has a community 

position available
• Suggestion was made to revisit the submission which happened back in June 2015.
• The A/CEO advised that due to the amount of time since the last submission that it would 

need to be advertised within the community.

17.4 Purposed Waste Disposal Site
« Concerns raised regarding the date farm 75km south
• Submission regarding nuclear waste to be completed by CEO
• Submissions close on 11 March 2016.
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17.5 Transfer Station Bin Height Restrictions
• Research conducted (refer to attachment)
• Defined as working with highs
• Best practice so not in a position to remove the barriers as Council would be putting 

people at risk
• Barriers installed to stop people falling in which has happened interstate 

Action
Liaise with Rural Residents Association with research

NEXT MEETING: TBC 

Meeting closed at 7.50pm



CHARTER

ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EAC)

Alice Springs Town Council

Formatted; Top: 1.25 cm, Bottom: 1 
cm

Background

Section 54 of the Local Government Act enables a council to establish a council committee and 
appoint its members, determine the terms and conditions on which a person holds office as a 
member of the committee and assign functions to the committee.

Section 56 provides that a council committee is subject to control ^pd direction by the Council.

Section 41 provides that no civil or criminal liability lies againstfajmember of a council (including a 
member of a council committee) for an honest act or omtes|^p^,or made in the performance of
the member's official functions. ^ ^

However, sections 74, 75 and 76 respectively requk||fjSl, in that perfdfmlnce, a member of a 
council (including a member of a council commi|J|pIsclose any conflict of^terest and refrain from 
disclosing confidential information and making imfpiper use of information, IsSBstantial financial and
penal penalties apply for breach of those sections.

2. Establishment %
The Alice Springs Town Council (Counc^p"^^p.t,t° resolul^festablishes the Environment 
Advisory Committee (the Committee) a'sIcgnsEStechby this ctiatjer.

3. Furposean^^bf^ W

The purpose and fbne|j|n of the 'Anmittee is^^mise and mift%rmal representation to Council 
(through its Technica^eryices Committee) in miters relating to the sustainable management and 
protection of the natural Imlbuilt environment in tllfmunicipality of Alice Springs.

"'"w fwm- *9%
Drawing|upon*tne collective expertise of its members, the Committee is to take into consideration:

Jjf ' "w^ "
• ^s^ues that relate1c||pste mategement and recycling, including viewing waste as a resource

• su^^g energy efflS^y and^hrgy reduction initiatives and technology

• contribul^n|||o the impn|p|l water usage measures of the town

• ensuring thatS^^tij^pnvironment within the municipality is protected and rehabilitated

• providing support taiwelop Alice Springs as an environmentally sustainable town

• fostering environmental awareness through marketing and education programs

• issues relating to safe and reliable water drainage

together with such other related matters that may be referred to it by Council.



4. Membership

There shall be at least 15 members of the Committee (each having one vote) representative as far as 
possible of:

Elected Members (3)
Community/General Public representatives (3)

Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation (1)
Youth representative of organisation or individual (15-27 years of aoel (1)
NT Environmental Protection Authority (1)
NT Government - Department of Land Resource Management (1)
NT Government - Department of Lands, Planning and the Environment (1)
NT Government - Department of Business Ecobiz (1)
Power and Water Corporation (1)
Territory Generation (1)

5.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Rural Area Residents Association (1)
Waste and Recycling Industry (1)
Land for Wildlife (1)
Landcare (1)

o Cycling or sustainable transport groups (Tff
• Renewable energy industry representative drWbert (1) M, 
5__ Such other organisations as may be approved by||ounci! §f^

Term and casual vacancies

A member of the Committee whofrpan EiectlEMember ftojcis.office for one (1) year from the 
date ofappointn^^ % "Ifc* * **

However, a |ffir mayf^ign at anytime wrfriin thatfpeEqd by giving written notice to 
Council's Chilffixecutive Officer. : ",y^

Where a member v^Ts ^^^^dMembeWeases for any reason to be an Elected Member, 
xve|Eie^l3iMemberSf6weafS"tofie';:a.,mem^|iof the Committee.

»■
M

m
(d) l|j|punci! may temffjate thlllgpintment df^hember should the member be absent from at

^^three (3) con^^ive rm^pgs of the Committee without leave of the Committee.

(e) Wh^^gnember whot||jn Electecipember ceases for any reason to be a member of the 
Commifr^^ouncil may|p|the casual vacancy so caused with another Elected Member.

u ic wiMMiiLLCC/imi uca?uai vov.ai i^y 3u atiu vmi o» ioi op pvojiuic u

fill it from the samlpe^rtment agency organisation association or interest group that the 
former member reprSSented.

Chair

Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.27 cm, No 
bullets or numbering

The Chair of the Committee shall always be an Elected Member of Council.

7. Frequency of meetings

Subject to the direction of Council, the Committee shall meet every two (2) months with the possible 
exception of December and January.?

8. Former charters *----- -{Formatted: Space After: 0 pt________J

(a) This Charter supersedes any and all former Charters of the Environment Advisory Committee.



(b) However, all existing appointments of membership of the Environment Advisory Committee 
continue in force subject to this Charter.


